
March 14, 2012 

Dear Mr. President, 

As organizations that favor open government, we are writing to urge you to declassify and release the 

current National Intelligence Estimate (NIE) on Afghanistan. 

Declassification of the NIE would help to inform public discussion of the war in Afghanistan.  It would 

demonstrate awareness that the future of U.S. policy in Afghanistan is not solely a matter for national 

leaders to decide, but that it also depends substantially on public support.  Disclosure of the NIE would 

be a sign of your continued commitment to increasing the transparency of your Administration, as well 

as an indicator of respect for informed public opinion. 

We recognize that the NIE may contain properly classified information that warrants protection.  To the 

extent that is the case, such information could be redacted while permitting full disclosure of the NIE's 

key judgments.  Such disclosure of an NIE has been successfully performed in the past with no adverse 

effects on intelligence sources or methods. 

Support for public release of the NIE enjoys bipartisan support in Congress, as demonstrated by the 

January 12, 2012 letter that was sent to you by Rep. Walter B. Jones and Rep. James P. McGovern.  We 

share the thoughtful views expressed in that letter and ask that you give them favorable attention. 

Thank you for considering our views. If you would like to set up a meeting to discuss this issue in detail, 

please contact Patrice McDermott, Executive Director of OpenTheGovernment.org, at 202-332-6736 or 

pmcdermott@openthegovernment.org.  
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